
A lonely doll helps a child adjust to a blended 
family in the first of a charming series about 

library toys and the children who borrow them, 
written by Newbery Honoree Cynthia Lord.

Use these discussion questions in your classroom 
to engage more deeply with the story.
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•  �Do you have a toy you love the way Anne loved Ivy when 
she was a kid? Would it make a good Book Buddy?

•  �What kind of adventure would 
you want that toy to go on?

•  ��Why do you think it is 
hard for Ivy to give 
up on being Anne’s 
doll? Ultimately, 
though, she is 
happy to have 
made new friends! 
Why is it important 
that she move on 
and establish new 
relationships? 

•  ��Neither Ivy nor Fern wants to spend 
time together at first. How do they end 
up helping each other through difficult times?

•  �Do you think it was important for Fern to let her dad 
and new family know how she was feeling?
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